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Loucs Labour s loft. 


f?«r primus. 



Enter Ferdinand King of Nauarre, Bcrotvne, L organ ill, and 
Dumane. 

Ferdinand. 

Et Fame , that all hunt after in their hues , 
Liue regiftred vpon our brazen Tombcs, 
And then grace vs in the difgrace of death: 

_when fpight of cormorant deuouringT ime, 

Th’endeuour of this prelcnt breath may buy : 

That honour which (lull bate his fythc* kccnc edge , 
And make vs hayres of all eternitie. 

Therefore braue Conquerours, for fo you are, 

That warre againft your owne affections, 

And the huge Armie of the worlds defiles. 

Our late cdift fball flrongly ftand in force, 

Nattar (hall be the wonder of the world. 

Out Court (hall be a little Achademe , 

Still and contcmplatiuein liuing Art. 

You three, Berowne,Dnmaine,am\Longatull, 

Hauc fworne for three yeeres termc,to liuc with me: 
My fellow Schollers, and to keepc tliole ifatutes 
That arc recorded in this fccdulc heere. 

Your oathes are paft,and now fubferibe your names: 
That his otfnchand may (hike his honour downe. 

That violates the fmalieft branch heeicin: 

If you arearmd to doc, as fworne to do, 

Subfcribe to your deepe oathes, and kcepc it to. 

LongauHl. I am refolu’d, ’tis but a three ycercs faft:. 
Theminde fball banquet, though the body pine, 

Fat paunches hauc lcanc pates; and dainty bits. 

Make rich the ribs, but bankerout the wits. 

Dumane. My louing Lord,7 humane is mortified. 
The grofler manner of thefc worlds delights, 

He throwes vpon the grofl'e worlds bafer flaucs r 
To louc.to wealth,to pompe,I pine and die. 

With all thefe lining in Philofophie. ^ 

' Berowne . I can but fay their proteftation ouer, 

So much.dcare Liege,I hauc already fworne, 

That is,to line and ftudy heere three ycercs. 

But there arc other Brief obleruances: 

A s not to fee a woman in that terme, 

Which I hope well is not enrolled there. 

• A/id one day in a wceke to touch no foode: 

Ahd but one nrealc on euery day befidc: 

The which I hope is not enrolled there. 

And then to fleepe but three houres in the night, 

And not be feenc to winke of all the day. 

When I was wont to thinke no harme all night, 

And make a darke night too of halfe the day: 


Which 1 hope well is not enrolled there. 

O, thefe arc barren ta$kes,too hard to keepe. 

Not to fee Ladies,ftudy, faft,not fleepo. 

Ferd. Your oath is patt,to paflc away from theft, 

B trove. Let me fay no my Liedge,and ifyou pleafc 
I oncly fwore to ftudy with your grace, 1 

And ftay heere in your Court for three yeeres fpace. 
Longa. You fwore to that -Ber«»w,and to the reft, 
Bet ow. By yea and nay fir, than I fwore in ieft. 
What is the end of ftudy, let me know ? 

Fer. Why that to know which elfe wee fhould not 
know. 

Ber. Things hid & bardfyou mcane)frp cornon fienfc, 
Ferd. I,that is ftudics god-like recompence. 

Hero. Come on then, I will fweare to ftudiefo, 

To know the thing lam forbid to know: 

As thus, to ftudy where I well may dine, 

When 1 to faft expreflcly am forbid. 

Or ftudie where to meet fomc Miftreflefine, 

When Miftreflcs from common fenfe are hid. 

Or hauing fworne too hard a keeping oath, 

Studie toBreake it, and not breake mj troth. 

If ftudics gaine be thus, and this be fo, 

Studie knowes that which yet it doth not know, 
Sweare me to thi$,and I will nere fay no. 

Ferd. Thefe be the ftops that hinder ftudie quite, 
And traine our intellcfts to vaine delight. 

Ber. Why? all delights are vaine,and that moftraint 
Which with paine purchas’d,doth inherit paine, 

As painefully to poarc vpon a Bookc, 

To leeke the light of truth, while truth the while 
Doth falfely blindc the eye-fight ofhis looke: 
l ight feecking light,doth light oflight beguile: 

So ere you finde where light in darkeneflelies, 

Y our light growes darke by lofing of your eyes. 
Studie me how to pleafc the eye indeede, 

By fixing it vpon a fairer eye, 

Who dazling fo, that eye (hall be his heed. 

And giue him light that it was blinded by. 

Studie is like theheauens glorious Sunne, 

That will not be deepe fearch'd with fawey lookes: 
Small hauc continuall plodders euer wonne, 

Sauc bafe authoritie from others Bookes. 

Thefe earthly Godfathers of hcauens lights, 

That giue a name to euery fixed Starre, 

Hauc no more profit of their (hining nights. 

Then thofc that walke and wot not what they are. 
Too much to know,is to know nought but fame: 
And euery Godfather can giue a name. 

Fer, How well hec’s read,to rcafonagainft reading. 

'DM!' 
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—iT^r^roceededwell, to flop all good proceeding. 
P** Hec wcedes'the corne, and (till lets grow the 

; weeding. „ 

’ n? The Spring is neare when greenc geellc are a 

diet • 

breeding. . 

How followes that ? 

'Ber. Fit in his P lace and litlK 

Dm- In reafon nothing. 

'Ber- Something then in rime. • _ 

/ ^eroxvnc is like an enuious (neaping Irolt, 

TW bites the firil borne infants of the Spring. 

Ber Wei,fay I am.why rtiould proudSummer boaft, 
«y|re the Birds haue any caufe ro fing ? 

Sihould I ioy in ony abomue birth ? 

At Chriftma* I no more defirc a Role 

Then wilh a Snow in Mayes new fangled (ho wes: 

Rut like of each thing that in feafon growes. 

S o you to ftudie now it is too late. 

That were to c\j mbe ore the houfc to vnlocke rhe gate. 
Fer, Well,fit you out: go home Berotvne : adue. 
S^r.No my good Lord,I hauc fworn to ftay with you. 
And though 1 haue for barbarifme'fpoke more, 

Then for that Angcll knowledge you can fay, 
y e t confident He keepc what I haue fworne, 

And bide the pcnnance of each three y cares day. 

Giue roe the paper,lec me rcade the fame, 

And to the drifted decrees lie write my name. 

Fer. How well this yeelding refeues thee from (hame. 


of my Court. 

Hath this bin proclaimed ? 

Lon, Foure dayes agoc, 

Ber. Let’s fee the penaltie. 

On paine of loofing her tongue. 

Whodeuis’d this penaltie? 

Lor.. Marry that did I. A. _• i 

Ber. Swecte Lord,and why? 

Lon. To fright them hence with that dread penaltie, 
A dangerous law againft gentilitie. 

Item , If any man be feenc to talke with a woman with¬ 
in the tearrne of three ycarcs, hec fhall indure luch 
publique (hame as the reft of the Court (hall poflibly 
deuife. * . 

Ber. This Article my Liedge your felfe mull breake. 
For well you know here comes in Embadic 
The French Kings daughter .with your felfe to fpeake: 

A Maide ofgrace and compleacc maieftie. 

About furrendervp of Aquitaine : 

To her decrcpit,ficke,and bed-rid Father. 

Therefore this Article is made in vaine, 

Or vainly comes th’admired Princeflc hither. 

Fer.What fay you Lords ? 

Why,this was quite forgot. 

"Ber. So Studie euermore is ouerlhot, 

While it doth ftudy to hauc what it would, 

It doth forget to doe the thing it ftiould: 

And when it hath the thing it hunteth mod, 

Tis won as townes with fire, fo won,fo loll. 

Fer. We rnufl of force difpence with this Decree, 

She mud lye here on meere neceffitie. 

Ber. Necelfity will make vs allfotfwornc 
Three thoufand times within this three yeeres (pace: 

For euery man with his affefts is borne. 

Not by might maftred,bui by fpeciall grace. 

If I breake faith,this word (ball breake for me, 

I am forfwornc on meere necelfitie. 


So to the Lawes at large I write my name, 

And he that breakes them in the lcaft degree* 

Stands in attainder of eternal! fhame. 

Suggeftions arc to others as to me: 

But I beleeue although I feeme fo loth, 

I am the laft that will laft keepe his oth. 

But is there no quicke recreation granted ? 

Ter. I that there iSjOur Court you know is hanted 
With a refined crauailer oiSpatne, 

A man in all the worlds new tafhion planted. 

That hath a mint of phrafes in his brainc : 

One,who the muficke ofhis ownc vaine tongue, 

Doth rauilh like inchanung harmonie : 

A man of complements whom right and wrong 
Hauc chofe as vmpirc of their mucinie. 

This childc of fancie that Armado hight. 

For interim to our ftudies fhall relate, 

In high-borne words the worth of many a Knight: 
From tavvnie Spaine loft in the worlds debate* 

How you delight my Lords,! know not I, 

But I proteft I loue to heare him lie. 

And I will vie him for my Minftrelfie. 

Bero. Armado is a mod illuftrious wight, 

A manoffirc,new words/afhions owne Knight, 

Len, foftard the fwaine and he,fhall be our fport. 
And fo to ftudie, three yeeres is but fhorc. 

Enter a. Conftable with Coftard with a Letter. 

Conft. Which is the Dukes owne perfon. 

Ber . This fellow, What would'ft ? 

Con, I my felfe reprehend his owne person, for I am 
his graces Tharborough:But I would fee his own perfon 
inflefhand blood, 

Ber . This is he. 

Con. Signcor Arme^+Arme Commends you-: 

Thcr’s villanie abroad,this letter will tell you more* 

Clow. Sir the Contempts thereof are as touching 
mce. 

Fer « A letter from the magnificent Armado, 

Ber . How low foeucr the matter, 1 hope in God for 
high words. 

Lon . A high nope for a low heauen,God grant vs pa¬ 
tience. 

Ber . Tohearc,or forbearc hearing. 

Lon, To heare meekely fir,and to laugh moderately, 
or to forbearc both. 

Ber . Wellfir, be it as the ftile fhall giue vs caufe to 
clime in the merrinefte. 

Clo. The matter is to me fir,a5 concerning lacjHcnetta. 
The manner of it is,I was taken with the manner. 

Ber . In what manner l 

Clo.ln manner and forme following fir all thofc three. 
I was feene with her in the Mannor houfe, fitting with 
her vpon the Forme, and taken following her into the 
Parke : which put to gether, is in manner and forme 
following. Now iir for the manner; It is the manner 
of a man to fpeake to a woman, for the forme in fome 
forme. 

Ber. For the following fir. 

Clo, As it (ball follow in my corre£Hon,andGod de¬ 
fend the right. 

Ter, Will you heare this Letter with attention ? 

Ber. As we would heare an Oracle. 

Clo. Such is the fimplicitieofman to harken after the 
flefb. 

L 2 Fer. Great 

















































































